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What is the Development 
Permit System?
• Optional land use planning tool available for municipalities
• Streamlining: Combines zoning, minor variance and site plan 

into one approval process
• Flexibility: allows for discretionary uses, subject to identified 

criteria; allows for variations from development standards, within 
specified limits

• Conditions of Approval: Municipalities have the ability to 
impose a range of conditions on the issuance of a development 
permit















Example: Lake of Bays 
Development Permit By-law
• Contains permitted uses and 

regulations like a zoning by-law

• Allows for discretionary uses, 
which are permitted subject to 
criteria
e.g. in the “Waterfront Open 
Space Development Permit 
Area”, the permitted uses 
shown in the top box to the 
right are permitted as-of-right, 
and the discretionary uses 
shown in the bottom box are 
permitted subject to criteria set 
out in Schedule D





Example: Lake of Bays 
Development Permit By-law
Variations from Standards: 
• Allows for variations from certain standards, provided identified criteria are 

met to the satisfaction of either staff or Council
e.g. in the “Waterfront Open Space Development Permit Area”, the 
following variations are permitted to the minimum lot area standard, subject 
to criteria in Schedule C  







Example: 
Brampton 
Development 
Permit By-law
Development Standard: e.g. 
Schedule 5 Building Heights 





Example: Brampton 
Development Permit By-law
Additional Standards: 
• Contains built form 

design standards, 
sustainable 
development criteria, 
and access 
management 
standards, not subject 
to variances

• E.g. Excerpt of built 
form design guidelines 
set out in the 
Brampton DPS by-law








